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FROM OUR CHAIRMAN
AND
OUR CEO

T

ABOUT LEWA
OUR MISSION

The Lewa Wildlife Conservancy works as a catalyst and model for the conservation of wildlife and its
habitat. It does this through the protection and management of species, the initiation and support of
community conservation and development programmes, and the education of neighbouring areas in the
value of wildlife.

L

ewa, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, serves as a safe
refuge for rhino, elephant, Grevy’s zebra and other
iconic species in Kenya. What makes Lewa unique
is our long-term commitment to partnering with our
neighbours to care for the delicate ecosystem on which we
all depend. To local people, Lewa represents much more
than the wildlife it protects. Lewa provides neighbouring
pastoral communities an opportunity to maintain their
traditional way of life in a modern and sustainable context
through progressive and innovative livelihood initiatives.
Lewa offers families living near its boundaries improved
economic opportunities with our comprehensive education
and women’s microcredit programmes, communitymanaged water projects, and access to health care within
four health clinics. Lewa benefits thousands of children
in local schools by opening doors to a future with more
possibilities than those available to their parents and
grandparents.
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The Northern Rangelands Trust (NRT), established in 2004,
aims to develop resilient community conservancies that can
improve people’s lives, secure peace, and conserve natural
resources. With Lewa as a key partner, the NRT today
supports 33 community conservancies.
In 2013, Lewa removed the fence separating our
conservancy from that of our western neighbour, Borana
Conservancy. This unprecedented move between two
privately-owned and run properties has created a thriving,
93,000 acre ecosystem dedicated to the protection and
care of both endangered and abundant species. Lewa
and Borana also house nine tourism properties that offer
an unparalleled, intimate, conservation-focused safari
experience.

he conservation and related community
development successes highlighted in this
report reflect our strong reputation and
relationships with multiple partners and stakeholders
across community, private, and public sectors. With
some parts of the Laikipia region, situated to the west
of Lewa, experiencing instability as a result of drought
and local politics, we are working in a challenging
climate, and are striving to devise and present possible
solutions to a myriad of challenges.
Our peace building and dialogue efforts within
conflicting communities continue, in partnership
with NRT and the national government’s Conflict
Resolution team. We recently signed a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Conflict Resolution
team, reinforcing our relationship with the national
government and setting foundations for a long-term
strategic partnership.
Lewa and NRT have jointly developed an operating
partnership with the National Drought Management
Agency at local levels, in response to the continued
challenging environment, driven by below average
rainfall in recent years. This partnership focuses on

Michael Joseph,
Kenya Board Chairman

conflict resolution, supplementary feeding of people
and livestock, enhanced access to water for people
and livestock, and emergency nutrition support to
children, in partnership with others.
Lewa and Borana have provided emergency grazing
to 5,000 head of cattle from communities contiguous
with our boundaries. We also continue to provide
grazing for NRT livestock, a programme which
directly supports the livelihoods of people in the
community conservancies of northern Kenya. Lewa
continues to support Kenya police in providing
security within the landscape, which includes
recovering stolen livestock, reducing banditry, and
patrolling to deter inter-tribal violence and protect
people and community-owned tourism assets.
Lewa, Borana, and NRT serve as vital resources in the
region, providing an anchor for stability, security, and
mediation within communities. Your support to Lewa
will help ensure we continue to fulfil these critical
services and enhance the partnerships that make Lewa
the valued and trusted entity it is.

Mike Watson,
Chief Executive Officer
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CONSERVATION
HIGHLIGHTS

186 vet interventions

The Mobile Veterinary Unit treated
injured rhinos, lions, Grevy’s zebras and
other animals. It also rescued orphaned
and abandoned elephant calves, logging
186 interventions to improve animal
health.

12 lion cubs born

Lion population increased from 34
animals in 2015 to 44 in 2016. Twelve
cubs were born; one lion, named
Chalisa, originally from Samburu,
joined our population; and three lions
emigrated to other areas.

© tommaso balestrini

Zero poaching

6 hyenas collared

Hyena behaviour and population
dynamics have long remained
a mystery in our ecosystem,
despite hyenas being the most
abundant predator. Collars have
been deployed to individuals
from six different clans.

14 rhinos born

For the 3rd year in a row, we had no poaching of
rhinos within the Lewa-Borana landscape.

1,200 elephant

underpass crossings

In 2016, many elephant herds used the
passageway that links the Mount Kenya
ecosystem, Lewa, and Ngare Ndare with
the northern Kenya’s plains. The underpass
connects previously isolated elephant
populations while mitigating humanelephant conflict.
© martin harvey

We have 157 rhino, 74 white and 83 black,
on the Lewa-Borana landscape which
spans 93,000 acres. 14% of Kenya’s total
rhino population resides at Lewa-Borana.
Kenya is home to just over 1,100 rhinos,
making every rhino birth a triumph for
conservation.

77 Grevy’s zebras born

Survival of Grevy’s zebra foals into adulthood
remains critical to ensuring that numbers
of this endangered equid increase. Of the 77
foals born in 2016, 68% remained alive by the
end of the year. This increase in foal survival
rate represents an encouraging trend for our
zebra population that remains ‘adult-heavy,’
primarily because of predation.

33% increase in buffalos

© martin harvey

giraffes on lewa-borana

In 2016, scientists reported that four distinct species
make up giraffe populations on the African continent,
rather than, as previously thought, one species with
several sub-species. The Lewa-Borana landscape is
home to the reticulated giraffe.
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Lewa’s buffalo population has tripled in the past
decade, and the buffalo population on the Lewa-Borana
landscape now stands at 1,220 individuals. The increase
indicates healthy rangelands that enable the species to
thrive. Mortality levels of buffalo remain low as lions
have generally avoided them as prey.
© martin buzora
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T

he rhino is one of Africa’s most threatened animals,
despite efforts at both national and international levels to
stop poaching and end the illegal rhino horn trade. The
black rhino, Kenya’s native species, is critically endangered, with
approximately 5,500 individuals left on the continent. Most of this
population, about 98%, lives in South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe
and Kenya. Rhino conservation (which includes both the black rhino
and the less endangered white rhino) remains high on Kenya’s, as
well as Lewa and Borana’s, conservation priorities.

© dan watts

ELUSIVE HYENAS

Lewa’s expertise helps support Sera, East Africa’s first communityowned rhino sanctuary. The sanctuary welcomed a baby rhino last
year, and is heralding the re-emergence of the rhino in the northern
Kenya landscape, championed by community ownership. These
successes were mirrored at a national level.

T

In Kenya, rhino poaching has dropped from 59 animals at the
height of poaching in 2013 to 10 animals in 2016. The decrease in
poaching can be attributed to collaborative conservation efforts
by government-owned national parks and private sanctuaries,
which includes enhancement of policies and legal frameworks at a
national level, partnerships with local communities and significant
investment in security training and intelligence.

Using tracking collars and camera traps to
uncover the lives and activities of hyenas in our
ecosystem.

he lion and hyena are the dominant predators in our
landscape. While lions have been monitored by the
Lewa Research Department for many years, hyenas
were largely less studied in the predator guild. In fact,
hyenas tend to be understudied over much of their range
due to their ‘lack of charisma’ and public appeal. This means
there has been a major gap in knowledge about hyena
ecology on Lewa, yet spotted hyenas are the most abundant
predators in the ecosystem.

“Kenya’s approach to conservation is unique. We recognise that
working collaboratively is key to ensuring the rhino’s survival,” said
Geoffrey Chege, Lewa’s Head of Conservation.

Last year, Lewa launched a project to compare the dietary
and spatiotemporal patterns of hyenas and lions across
the Lewa-Borana landscape. The first step was to deploy
GPS tracking collars on as many animals as possible to
collect data on their ranging patterns and activities. As we
soon discovered, collaring the cheeky, clever hyenas is no
laughing matter. Using a leg-hold trap, we collared a hyena
on our first try. But then another week went by without
success. We then opted to use cage traps baited with offal,
which worked brilliantly. We ended up deploying six collars
in rapid succession to individual hyenas from six different
clans. We also fixed collars on three lions.

“Forming strong partnerships with the Kenya Wildlife Service,
the government, private rhino sanctuaries, local communities, law
enforcement agencies, and international partners ensures that all
stakeholder have a voice,” he added.
“We can see these collaborative efforts bearing fruit. They give
us hope that we will be able to see rhinos roam in the thousands
once more in Kenya,” adds Edward Ndiritu, Lewa’s Head of AntiPoaching. “It is a vision we are all happy to work toward.”

After taking photographs of members of the clans
using camera traps placed at their dens, we used these
photographs to develop a database of individual hyenas
identified by their respective clans. We’ve identified 99
different hyenas so far based on their unique spot patterns;
this number indicates a healthy population. Interestingly,
hyenas in our ecosystem tend to have very small, exclusive
home ranges, similar to the hyenas of Ngorongoro Crater
in Tanzania. They also have complex, matrilineal social
structures and are highly successful hunters. Unlike lions,
the spotted hyenas on Lewa-Borana display a more diverse
prey choice. The data collected also indicates that hyenas are
more involved in cases of human-wildlife conflict through
killing of livestock, compared to lions.
This data will contribute to effective, long-term predator
management strategies in the Lewa-Borana landscape,
enabling the continued coexistence of wildlife and
pastoralist communities. It will also help to mitigate the loss
of new-born rhino calves to hyena predation.
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NEW DOGS
WITH A PURPOSE
I

n April 2016, three young
dogs - two Belgian Malinois
and a Dutch Herder - left
Wales for Kenya. Maxo, Jack, and
Zack joined bloodhounds, Tipper
and Tony, to act as trackers for
Lewa rangers, helping tackle
suspected elephant and rhino
poachers, as well as cattle rustlers
and road bandits in northern
Kenya. The dogs were trained in
Wales at Malpeet K9, an academy
used for training sniffer, patrol,
and security dogs.
Maxo has since been relocated to
a different organisation, and the
Tracker Dog Unit now consists of
four dogs and eight handlers.

completed their training and
are now hard-working trackers.
Last year alone, the dog unit was
deployed more than 20 times to
respond to road banditry and
robberies. All instances were
outside of our boundaries, in
community areas, as part of our
prerogative to promote a safer
and more secure northern Kenya.
Since 1998, tracker dogs have
proved to be a strong deterrent
to poachers. The dog unit is an
important element of Lewa’s
work with its neighbours. The
team is often called upon to help
the Kenya Wildlife Service and
Kenya Police across the country.

Jack and Zack proved fast
learners. They successfully
© Migwa nthiga

BEYOND

OUR BORDERS
L

ewa’s security team works hand in hand with
the Kenya Wildlife Service and the Kenya Police
to respond to security issues, such as elephant
poaching, stock theft, road banditry, and petty crimes. Our
team assisted in the recovery of 258 stolen livestock, and
augmented anti-poaching efforts in northern and Mount
Kenya regions by conducting ground and aerial patrols.
The new Joint Operations and Communications Centre
(JOCC), established in partnership with Vulcan Inc.,
Save the Elephants, 51 Degrees, and NRT, is helping to
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We can only keep our wildlife safe by
also caring about what happens beyond
our borders.

revolutionise how conservation is managed at a landscape
level. The JOC incorporates the Domain Awareness System
(DAS), which integrates data and technology to provide a
singular picture that alerts teams instantly to threats, and
supports real-time tactical decision-making.
Described as a ‘game-changing’ technology, the DAS
represents an unprecedented collaboration, and creates a
model for conservation that can be scaled up and replicated
across other landscapes.
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SAVING
WILD LIVES

In 2016, the mobile veterinary unit logged 186
interventions, involving 16 species across
the mount Kenya, laikipia and northern kenya
landscapes.

de-snaring
a grevy’s zebra

By Dr Matthew Mutinda, Lewa’s Resident Kenya Wildlife
Service Vet for Northern and Mount Kenya Region.

ELEPHANT WITH BULLET WOUND
MAKES A FULL RECOVERY
In August 2016, the unit received an urgent call from
Mpala Research Centre. An adult elephant bull had been
spotted limping; a bullet injury on his left foreleg had left
him incapacitated and unable to fetch food. My biggest
worry was that the bullet caused a fracture, which would
have made full recovery very difficult. However, after we
darted the elephant and investigated the injury, we found
no visible fractures. We had to treat only a flesh wound.
After two treatments in two weeks, the team at Mpala
reported the elephant was on his way to making a full
recovery.

orphaned elephant
taken to reteti sanctuary
Shaba, a two-year-old elephant, is an orphan whose
mother was killed in a case of human-wildlife conflict.
We airlifted Shaba to Reteti Elephant Sanctuary, the
newly established wildlife rescue centre in Namunyak
Community Conservancy. Shaba will be reintroduced to
the wild herds of northern Kenya when she is old enough
to care for herself. Reteti - the first community-owned
and managed wildlife rescue centre in Africa - is now
home to 12 orphaned and abandoned elephant calves and
one young rhino.

wild dog caught by a snare
receives help
Wild dogs remain critically endangered across their range
on the continent. Last year, the team at El Karama Ranch
spotted a wild dog with a snare lodged deep into his flesh.
The dog would not have survived much longer without
treatment. We managed to immobilise the dog, remove
the snare and treated the wound with antibiotics. The El
Karama team recorded gradual recovery before this dog
and his pack moved to another conservation area.
The stunning Grevy’s zebra, found almost exclusively
in northern Kenya, remains endangered. According to
the most recent citizen science census, Kenya is home to
approximately 2,350 Grevy’s zebras. While the number is
still critically low, especially compared to a few decades
ago when the population was estimated to be 15,000
animals, there is a reasonable foal ‘recruitment rate’ (foals
surviving into juveniles) which is a cause for optimism.

white rhino treated for
Filariasis Wounds
Most rhinos in the wild suffer from filarial wounds
- ulcerous skin sores – that are generally not lifethreatening. Saitabao, a white rhino living in Meru
National Park, had however developed large, open
wounds, causing his health to deteriorate. Veterinary
treatment of the wounds helped the rhino heal.
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We work closely with the Grevy’s Zebra Trust (GZT). Last
year, their scouts called us to help an adult Grevy’s zebra
in Samburu National Reserve that had been caught by a
snare around its neck. Thanks to the scouts’ routine patrol
and vigilance, the zebra was spotted before the snare had
caused any significant damage. Our vet team drove to
Samburu National Reserve and together with the rangers
and GZT scouts, we immobilised the zebra and removed
the snare. An adult Grevy’s zebra is a vital member of
his species and we hope that by helping this individual
survive, he will contribute to increasing the population in
the national park.

alleviating a giraffe’s suffering
after difficult birth
A female giraffe at Ol Jogi Wildlife Conservancy went into
labour but was not able to push out her calf completely.
The calf died during the birth process, and half of its body
was left hanging out of the giraffe, posing a threat to her
life. Luckily, we were able to immobilise the mother, and
remove the dead calf. The mother has recovered fully. We
hope she has successful future deliveries.
A CATALYST & MODEL FOR CONSERVATION 11

COMMUNITIES
why would a wildlife conservancy invest in
communities? because Conservation is really about
people’s relationship with wildlife and nature.

12 LEWA WILDLIFE CONSERVANCY

A CATALYST & MODEL FOR CONSERVATION 13

@ami vitale

EDUCATION
OVERVIEW
31
Schools now supported by the Lewa
Education Programme, including 10 in
community conservancies

14
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS INITIATED ACROSS
THE SPONSORED SCHOOLS such as NEW
CLASSROOMS, TEACHERS’ HOUSES, A DORMITORY
AND A LIBRARY

372
learners in our adult literacy programme
across six centres

@natalie solveland

$1.14m
Total amount invested in the education
programmes in 2016

426
students received educational
bursaries at all levels of learning

1,250
students enrolled in our digital
literacy programme across different
centres in the sponsored schools

3,526
students and teachers visited
Lewa for a conservation education
experience

BURSARIES FOR
426 CHILDREN

NEW FRONTIERS
FOR EDUCATION
L

ewa, in partnership with NRT, would like to replicate
the success of its Education Programme across
NRT-supported community conservancies. We
have laid the foundation for this effort over the past two
years, initiating dialogue with communities to identify
their areas of greatest need. By the end of the year, we
provided educational support for 10 schools from various
regions, with plans to increase the number of supported
schools significantly over the next five years. Some of the
beneficiaries include Lagdima, Lpus, and Shurr primary
schools, located in Songa, Jaldesa, and Shurr community
conservancies based in Marsabit. These conservancies are
adjacent to Mt. Marsabit National Park, a forested oasis that
sits to the east of the Chalbi Desert, just 140km south of
the Ethiopian border. It is an important water tower for the
arid landscape below, and is the northern limit of Kenya’s
elephant migration route within the region.
I had heard a lot about Marsabit before taking the first trip
to meet the teachers, pupils and communities in the area. It
was a staggering experience to say the least – the landscapes
are stunning and pristine, with significant elephant
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benita gilisho
extending the impact of lewa’s education
programme to northern Kenya’s community
conservancies. here, a look at marsabit.
By Faith Riunga, Education Programme Manager.

Benita scored the highest marks out of
the Lewa sponsored students who sat
for their Kenya Certificate of Primary
School exams last year. She is now
in her first year of secondary school.
We are proud of this 15-year-old’s
determination and hard work.

Since the inception of our education
programme more than a decade ago, we have
provided bursaries for 795 children. Meet
some of our 2016 beneficiaries.

ISAAC MUTEMBEI

wilfred ngatia

Isaac loves to play football and care for
his rabbit during his spare time. He
is 12-years-old, and the last born in a
family of four. Two of his siblings also
receive educational support through
our programme.

Wilfred is one of the 16 students
supported by Lewa who graduated
from tertiary institutions last
year. Wilfred now has a degree in
commerce and is working as an
accountant at Lewa Wilderness.

populations around Mt. Marsabit Forest. Many of the
schools lack adequate learning infrastructure and have few
teachers. However, there is one unusual school population
dynamic in Marsabit: more girls than boys attend school.
The boys are sent out to graze livestock. As we continue to
work with these communities, we will encourage parents to
send both girls and boys to school.
Working with NRT, we refurbished classrooms, constructed
pit latrines, and provided school uniforms in Lagdima,
Lpus, and Shurr. We also established a feeding programme
to act as an incentive for children to attend school whilst
supporting good nutrition. We are now planning on
establishing a mentorship programme for students in
these schools. We also want the children to visit Lewa for
a conservation education experience. In 2017, we will hold
a football tournament between the schools in Marsabit
to encourage team work, collaboration, and cultural
interaction while creating a platform to discuss education
and conservation matters.

george kaimenyi
George, 18-years-old, and the third
born child in a family of five, would
like to be an accountant. He enjoys
school and appreciates the stable
learning experience that it offers
him.

agnes epur
Agnes was born blind, but that
hasn’t stopped this 16-year-old from
enjoying learning and participating in
sports. She recently competed in long
jump and track races at a national
level. Go Agnes!

milkah wanjira
Milkah, an orphan, lives with
her grandmother. The bubbly
15-year-old is in her final year of
primary school, and hopes to attend
secondary school.
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digital literacy

A new partnership with World Possible led to the successful
implementation of an offline system (RACHEL) that packages
numerous educational resources for places without an
Internet connection. At Mutunyi Primary School, the system
helped improve student’s performance and understanding in
mathematics and science. Our goal is to install the system in
more schools.
To enhance the popularity and performance in maths amongst
our sponsored students, we partnered with the African Maths
Initiative to create a stronger culture of mathematics, allowing
the students to experience the subject in an enjoyable and
relevant way through maths camps. The popular camps
contributed to a better attitude about maths, and greater
knowledge of the subject.

1
infrastructure development
At Lewa, we make targeted investments aimed at
improving infrastructure and learning conditions
in our sponsored schools, which are governmentowned, run and managed.
Last year, we built:
• Three classrooms at Lewa school
• Two classrooms at Ntumburi Primary School
• Two teachers’ houses, two classrooms, and a
library at Kilimani school
• Two teachers’ houses at Sang’a Primary School
• A staff room at Lokusero Secondary School
• A dormitory at Ngare Ndare Secondary School
We also repaired and upgraded infrastructure in 14
schools, and provided new furniture.

2

conservation education
To ignite a passion for conservation, Lewa’s
Conservation Education Programme educators
engage students and teachers from various
institutions in interactive and informative sessions,
presenting realistic scenarios they can apply both
at home and at school. Our aim is to have children
become environmental and conservation stewards
by enabling them understand the complexities of
ecological problems.
In 2016, 3,160 students and 366 teachers participated
in the programme, with some staying overnight at
Lewa in our new dormitories.
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4
adult Literacy Programme
In 2016, 372 adult learners attended classes and participated in the programme. The learners also
engaged in vocational training, particularly tailoring, to equip them with income generating skills.

@frank af petersens

Throughout the year, the learners received various items to help improve their livelihoods. The
classes from Subuiga, Matunda, and Ngare Ndare received iron sheets to boost rainwater harvesting.
Sang`a and Ntalabany classes received knapsack sprayers for spraying their livestock against
parasites, while the Manyagalo class received water pipes to support their farming methods and
improve food production.
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COMMUNITY
HIGHLIGHTS

@natalie solveland

1,894 visits for ante &

post natal care

All our clinics have continued to provide family planning
methods, pre-natal and post-natal care to women. In
2016, 1,894 clients benefited from these services.

20,000 have access to

242 children immunised

clean water

All four clinics supported by Lewa have continued to improve
child health and survival by providing immunisation of
children as per the Kenya Ministry of Health guidelines. In
2016, the clinics immunised 242 children against such diseases
as polio, measles, diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, and
hepatitis B.

Accessibility to clean and safe water supply remains a key
development objective across the country, particularly in
northern Kenya. Over the years, Lewa has built 11 water
projects, including dams, boreholes, and water tanks in
the neighbouring communities to support the provision
of water to approximately 20,000 people. Last year, we
carried out maintenance and upgrades of the projects to
ensure that they continue to work efficiently.

@natalie solveland
@natalie solveland

21,693 school children

agriculture in a

treated

Last year, through our healthcare programme, children
from 18 schools were checked and treated for diseases
and ailments. They also received vision tests and dental
screening, and were immunised, dewormed, and treated
for jigger infestation.

sustainable way

Most people living in communities adjacent to Lewa are
small-scale farmers. Lewa is working with these farmers
to encourage the practice of Conservation Agriculture,
a widely lauded crop production method that helps
farmers increase their productivity, adapt more effectively
to adverse climatic conditions, improve soil fertility,
and minimise negative effects of agriculture on the
environment.

@martin buzora

1,800 women in our

MICRO-ENTERPRISE PROGRAMME

In the past few years, Lewa has facilitated training in
best practises which include crop diversification, water
harvesting and irrigation methods, crop monitoring, and
more.

Our Micro-Credit Programme provides small-scale loans at
low interest rates to support enterprise amongst local female
entrepreneurs. Started a decade ago with just 30 women, the
programme now serves 1,800 women.

40,000 people offered
healthcare services

Lewa supports four clinics that are the nearest health centres
to many of the neighbouring communities. Last year, more
than 40,000 people received medical services at these clinics
and through our mobile health outreaches that target people
living in remote areas.

1,858 screened for cancer

Cancer and other non-communicable diseases now rank as the leading
causes of mortality in Kenya. Last year, the healthcare team worked to
sensitise communities to the importance of early detection of cervical
and breast cancer, as well as the value of lifestyle changes in reducing
the risks of developing various cancers. The clinic staff screened 1,858
women from the surrounding communities for cervical and breast
cancer and informed the women of their risk status.

According to John Kinoti, our Community Development
Manager, “Lewa’s objective for the next five years is to
increase the number of women supported as well as
the amount of money available to lend. We also plan to
continue carrying out workshops that impart knowledge on
entrepreneurship, financial management, and governance.”
@nicholas ngugi
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PROTECTING FORESTS
Working with the people of Mukogodo for community-based
protection and care of Mukodogo forest.

T

he Mukogodo landscape, north west of LewaBorana, consists of the Mukogodo forest reserve
(30,189 ha.) and four surrounding community
group ranches of Il Ngwesi, Makurian, Kurikuri and
Lekuruki. Collectively, the landscape spans 58,406 ha,
providing vital grazing pasture for cattle belonging to
the Maasai community and the neighbouring pastoralist
communities. The Mukogodo forest is one of the few
Kenyan forests under the management of communities.
With our support, the community is engaging in the
revival of their Community Forest Association in
partnership with associated Kenyan government bodies
and other stakeholders, aiming to strengthen their
existing traditional governance system. Both Lewa and
the people of Mukogodo recognise the importance of
the forest’s significant link to the survival of their way
of life, eco-tourism in the region, and preservation of
biodiversity found in the area.
Since the initiation of these efforts, the Community
Forest Association, Il Mamusi, has been re-energised,
with a nominated representative from each of the four
group ranches sitting on the board of the CFA. Existing
community-based organisations also have slots on the
board for their elected representatives. Key conservation
partners in the region - Lewa, Borana, and the Laikipia
Wildlife Forum – have also sent representatives to the
board to offer support and input.

The Mukogodo ecosystem continues to experience
diverse challenges. Over the last twelve months, there has
been increasing insecurity, caused mainly by long periods
of drought resulting in inter-tribal conflict over grazing
land and water points. Through the strong placement
of the newly set-up CFA, and with further support
from Lewa and other key stakeholders, seven peace
meetings have been held. Additionally, four awareness
meetings on the role of CFAs have helped shape the
dialogue and understanding of Il Mamusi’s mandate.
To ensure effective management of the forest, Lewa has
also supported the recruitment of a Project Manager, the
training of 12 security scouts, and the construction of an
administrative block.
“Lewa’s role is to continue offering support to the people
of Mukogodo and encourage other communities across
our landscape to embrace the protection of their natural
resources. Mukogodo is a great example of community
conservation,” says John Kinoti.
Mureithi Karmushu, Chairman of the Forest Association
says: “As a community, we are proud to care for our
forest. We stop people from cutting trees. Some trees
are hundreds of years old, and only fall when pushed
by elephants. We realise the need to combine both
traditional and modern methods in protecting this forest
that has been here for a very long time.”

CANCER AWARENESS
Low levels of awareness of cancer symptoms have hampered diagnosis of the disease in Kenya’s rural
communities. A campaign by our healthcare team helped to increase awareness of risk factors and
encourage women to obtain routine screening for common cancers.

J

ane Morijo has seen two people from her home area
of Chumvi, a pastoralist community neighbouring the
Lewa-Borana landscape, die of cancer. The community
health worker says people have little awareness of the
disease. Moreover, myths and superstitions that surround
the disease deter diagnosis - cancer is often associated
with curses and possession of evil spirits. According to
the World Health Organisation, early detection of cancer
greatly increases the chances for successful treatment.
Early detection requires both education about cancer
symptoms, and screening.
Last year, the Lewa Healthcare Programme, in
partnership with Kenya’s Ministry of Health and Medcan
Naweza, began a health promotion campaign for
women in the neighbouring communities addressing
the various types of cancers, their symptoms, and the
importance of early detection. As word got around, more
and more women participated. Jane Morijo and the
learners of Lewa’s Adult Literacy Programme played a
key role in encouraging women to attend the educational
programmes. At the end of the exercise, health
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professionals had screened 1,858 women for cervical
and breast cancer, referring some to the nearest district
hospitals.
Ezekiel Karino, Lewa’s Healthcare Programme
Administrator, says: “The rise of non-communicable
diseases such as cancer, at a national and county level, is
worrying. In the case of our surrounding communities,
people don’t really know what cancer is or have
misconceptions about the disease. The outreach and
medical camps that we conducted last year were aimed at
demystifying the disease.”
Most cancer treatment and diagnostic tools remain
centralised at hospitals, a long distance from many of
Lewa’s neighbours. It is, therefore, vital for us to provide
information about and screening for the disease at our
health centres, and in return, help in recognising possible
warning signs.
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VISIT LEWA-BORANA
If you are planning to come on a safari or run the Safaricom
Marathon, you are certainly spoilt for choice on where to
stay or what to do!
The Lewa-Borana landscape is home to nine tourism
properties, including two private houses, Arijiju and Sirai.
We offer a host of activities that make the trip more than just
your regular safari - you can go on a tracking exercise with
the dog unit, visit Lewa-sponsored projects including schools
and so much more. To find out how you can plan your safari
or run next year’s marathon, email us at info@lewa.org.

LEWA WILDERNESS

LEWA HOUSE

SIRIKOI

BORANA

KIFARU

T

YOUNG CONSERVATIONIST
PROGRAMME

he Young Conservationist Programme aims to
bring eight students with open, inquisitive minds
to the frontlines of community-based conservation
in Kenya. The students spend two weeks immersed in
Lewa’s projects while they learn to become ambassadors for
conservation to the rest of the world.
Students from around the globe are selected from a pool
of applicants to participate in this conservation leadership
programme. The students are given opportunities to see
firsthand how Lewa has been successful in protecting
wildlife, the land and its people. They learn about the
challenges of protecting rhinos and other species against
poaching and loss of habitat. With each day, they discover
the importance of integrating surrounding communities
into the conservation story.

LEWA SAFARI CAMP
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on Lewa. They engage with the people who are running
all facets of the organisation - from wildlife research and
anti-poaching to education, health care, micro-lending,
agriculture and ecotourism. They walk with rangers, assist
the research team, engage with children at a nearby school,
and wake up to zebras and giraffe grazing just outside their
tents. The programme involves a short service project, but
the students’ real contribution is the conservation narrative
they create while they are here and the message they send
once they are home.
In 2016, we hosted eight students between the ages of 1418 under the programme. It is our expectation to have 16
students visit in 2017.
For more information, email info@lewa.org.

Young Conservationists live and breathe culture,
conservation and adventure for two weeks while camping
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RUNNING WILD
2017!

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
2016

total
revenue

(USD)

Revenue

The Safaricom Marathon, run on Lewa every
year, is regarded as one of the toughest races
in the world and a must-do for marathon
enthusiasts. Both amateurs and professional
athletes participate in the event, taking on
Lewa’s challenging terrain amidst stunning
scenery with wildlife as the backdrop.

Lewa International

2,080,646

Conservation fees and tourism income

1,090,094

Partners

1,094,312

Marathon (via Tusk Trust)

260,180

Other income

566,980

11%
5%
41%

5,092,212

Expenditure
Programmes

22%

3,812,344

Fundraising

456,594

Administrative expenditure

774,668
5,043,606

The funds raised by the marathon support
conservation and development initiatives on
Lewa and across the country. 2016 was another
successful year of hosting the event alongside
our partners Tusk Trust and title sponsors
Safaricom.

21%

48,606

Surplus

Lewa International (UK, US, Canada, Switzerland)

Figures based on draft audited accounts by
PriceWaterhouseCoopers.

Conservation fees and tourism income
Partners
Other income

If you would like to run next year’s marathon,
email marathon@lewa.org.

Safaricom Marathon (via Tusk Trust)

Number of runners

1,400

international lewa
contributions

Nationalities represented

40+

programmes
expenditure

total
expenditure

4%

15%

10%
5%

39%

9%

Funds raised in 2016

$500,000

61%

Funds raised since inception

$6.1 million

76%

81%

USA (including endowment)

Programmes

Community Development

United Kingdom

Administration

Wildlife Conservation & Anti-Poaching

Canada

Fundraising

Switzerland
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WAYS TO GIVE

OUR BOARD MEMBERS

There are many ways to support Lewa Wildlife Conservancy. To learn more or to donate, please email us at
info@lewa.org or visit our website at www.lewa.org.

KENYA

Outright gifts

visit us

•
•
•
•
•

The most enjoyable way you can help Lewa is simply by
visiting us! Lewa is world renowned for its outstanding, low
impact tourism practices. Your conservation fees help fund
a portion of Lewa’s operating costs.

•

Make a one-time cash gift
Make a charitable gift of stocks, bonds, or mutual funds
Make a symbolic animal adoption
Honour a loved one with a tribute gift
Invest today in Lewa’s future by supporting its
endowment
Become a monthly supporter.

estate gifts
•
•

Remember Lewa Wildlife Conservancy in your will or
living trust
Beneficiary designations: leave a portion of your life
insurance or retirement plan assets to Lewa Wildlife
Conservancy.

RUN WILD for conservation
Lewa has hosted the Safaricom marathon for the past 18
years on Lewa Wildlife Conservancy. Join the race and raise
funds for local communities and conservation efforts in
northern Kenya.

STAY IN TOUCH
Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter on our website to
receive updates from Lewa.

workplace giving
•
•

Ask if your workplace participates in corporate
matching gifts
Donate by Shopping –It is so easy to support Lewa by
using Goodshop.com. Select Lewa Wildlife Conservancy
and Goodshop will offer discounts on purchases and
donate 20% of your total amount to Lewa.

Michael Joseph, Chairman
Mbuvi Ngunze, Vice Chairman
Mike Watson, Chief Executive Officer
Dr Julius Kipng’etich
Dr Paula Kahumbu
Prof Patricia K. Mbote
James Mworia
Deborah Gage (representing Lewa
overseas)
Charles Oluchina (representing The
Nature Conservancy)

SWITZERLAND
Monica Villiger
Roland Waldvogel

USA

Tony Barclay, Chairman
John Battel, Vice Chairman
Gordon B. Pattee, Treasurer
Leslie Roach, Secretary
Steve Monfort, Science Advisor
Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Dana Beach
Alex Beard
Paul Buckley
Katherine Chou
Cina Forgason
Deborah Gage
Edith McBean
Linda Millard
Betsy Searle

CANADA

Marc Dupuis-Desormeaux, Chairman
Suzanne MacDonald, Treasurer
Ted Harris
Timothy Quinn
Ryan Adams

UK

Joseph Dryer, Chairman
Kripa Radhakrishnan, Treasurer
Kathleen Crook
David Walker
Paul Mulholland
Marcus Newton
Richard Essex
Francesca Sanders

OUR SENIOR TEAM
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Mike Watson, Chief Executive Officer
Lucy Ndirangu, Chief Administrative Officer
Faith Riunga, Head of Education Programme
Geoffrey Chege, Head of Wildlife and Research
John Kinoti, Community Development Manager
George Rioba, Chief Finance Officer
Edward Ndiritu, Head of Anti-Poaching
John Pameri, Head of Field Rangers

James Kiogora, Human Resources Manager
Ruwaydah AbdulRahman, Donor Relations Manager
Wanjiku Kinuthia, Communications Officer
Adrian Paul, Logistics Manager
Matthew Mutinda, Resident Kenya Wildlife Service Vet
Anne Krumme, Executive Director - USA
Alexandra Kornman, Head of Development - UK
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OUR DONORS
The Lewa Wildlife Conservancy gratefully acknowledges and appreciates all the support it receives from around the world. The following
individuals and groups contributed US$500 or more to Lewa in the year 2016. We are grateful for every gift, including anonymous donors and
those who gave less than US$500, each of which is an investment towards Africa’s future.
We apologise for any errors or omissions in recognising our donors. Kindly inform us of any corrections.

US$ 100,000 & Above

American Association of Zoo Keepers
Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Peter & Kathy Linneman
Susan Lyall
Tusk Trust
Vulcan Inc
Zoo Zurich
The Nature Conservancy

US$ 50,000 - US$ 99,999
Al Ain Zoo
Edith McBean & Henry Lowenstein
Mishcon de Reya
Kelly O’Connell
Jacqueline Stewart & Peter Thomas
Lewa Switzerland

US$ 25,000 - US$ 49,999
AIMCO Properties
Albert H. & Agatha Barclay
Anne Bent
Gregory & Linda Brown
Sandy & Edward Elgar
Caroline Forgason
Horne Family Foundation
Charlie Sumption Memorial Fund
Umsizi Fund
Save The Rhino International
John & Laurie McBride
Gordon & Dailey Pattee
Leslie & Curtiss Roach
Samia Trust
Youssef-Warren Foundation

US$ 10,000 - US$ 24,999
Angelo Gordon & Co
Geoff & Mary Ball
John & Gina Battel
Blackie Foundation
Chrysal
Roberta & Steven Denning
Jodi & Edgar Edmonds
Jane & Hans Geissendoerfer
Cornelia Cogswell Rossi Foundation
Inc.
The Maue Kay Foundation
Roy & Barbara March
Dougal McCreath
Diane McNabb
Robert & Janice Norton
Lucy Obolensky
Pettus-Crowe Foundation, Inc.
Gary & Mary Pinkus
Jim Pitblado
Mary Pool
Susannah Rouse
Tembo Settlement
Thompson Foundation
Marching to the Top
Douglas & Carol Wilson
The Watering Hole Foundation
Women Microfinance Initiative

US$ 5,000 - US$ 9,999
Tina Albright
Barry & Linda Allen
Abigail Congdon & Joseph Azrack
Jeffrey & Lori Belser
Kathi & Bryce Blair
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Albert Boyce Jr.
Stuart & Joanna Brown
Argosy Capital
Steven Carroll
Katherine Chou
Gary Cohen
Marianna Ponns Cohen
Marilyn Cook
Philip Curtis
Susan Rimmer & Marc Dupuis
Desormeaux
Douglas Durst
Real Estate Roundtable Education &
Research Foundation
Talabot Foundation
Rory Fowler
Kenny Family Foundation Fund
Patricia Gouinlock
John Greene & Jean McBride Greene
Michael & Jane Horvitz
Pulte Group Inc.
AK Taylor International
Roy & Gretchen Jackson
David Baum & Lucia Kellar
Rob Lilley & Wanda Kim
Jennifer & George Lodge
Lila Luce
Margaret MacKimm
Frederica Mautner Markhof
Malcolm & Jesse Noad
Sadie Greenway O’Dea
Kathleen Crook & James Penturn
Women International Leaders of
Greater Philadelphia, Inc
John Poon
Julie Rinaldini
Bettina Ruckelshaus
Kathy Ruttenberg
Safarilink
Paula Alyce Scully
Oskar Slingerland
Margie Taylor
Jennifer Tost
Jonathan Young

US$ 1,000 - US$ 4,999

BTIG
Medcan
Aid for Africa
James & Tara Aird
Ellen Allen
Evon Hulse & Rusell Arbley
Dick & Kathryn Arnold
Dominic Auld
Ellen Balaguer
Peter & Jane Bannister
Elspeth Olwen Barnett
Bradley Feld & Amy Batchelor
Rainer Windhager & Frau Aurelia
Batlogg
Shahnaz Batmanghelidj
Kristin Bauer
Edward & Virginia Beach
Albert & Zeynep Behler
Catherine W Bell
Philip & Shelley Belling
Philip Berghausen
Craig Berkley
Georgina Berry
Foster Biegler
Betty Bird
Joanna Blackburn
Christopher Ames & Carol Blanton
David & Beth Blood

Edward Bonham
Sharon & Jay Bonitt
Darrell & Lauren Boyle
Betsy Searle & Michael Branham
Helen & Richard Brasher
Henrietta & Tim Breitmeyer
Gordon & Ann Brown
Marcel Burgauer
Amanda Butler
Ildiko & Gilbert Butler
Barbara Markus Caffrey
Julie Foster Van Camp & Robert Van
Camp
Cheryl Carr
Victoria Carrington
Ramon & Marjorie Castro
Edwin Chik
Karen & Bert Condie
John Cook
Vikki Cookson
Kirsten Cook-Zaba
Christina Cooper
Diana Cooper
Rupert Taylor & Katherine Cowley
Stephen Walker & Sabrina Crafton
Tod & Annie Davis
James & Alison Derrick
Gurjit Dhillon
Ann Diederich
Johanna Dock
Laurie & Benjamin Duke
Alvin Dworman
C.C. Dyer
Marilyn Schuster & Susan Van Dyne
Kevin & Jenny Edmonds
William Elder
Kirsten Anderson
Nancy Estes
Nancy & Phil Estes
Ricahard A. & Ronni Fallows
Michael Farner
Daniel & Kathy Fitts
Lyn Flanigan
Lucille Ford
Simon Ford
Eco-System Action Foundation
Broad Cairn Foundation
Bland Family Foundation
Agg Family Foundation
Sam & Peggy Grossman Family
Foundation
Rosenbluth Family Foundation
Alan & Patricia Koval Foundation
Heron Oaks Foundation
PGN Foundation
Hamlin Family Foundation, Inc.
Angus & Catherine Fowler
Peter Fowler
John Fraley
Jean Fraser
The Butler Conservation Fund, Inc.
MJ Territo & Richard Fursland
Deborah Gage
D Garnsey
Nicola, David & Leslie Giffin
Lucy Glover
Joanna Goddard-Watts
Marc Goodman
Bob Kenny & Patricia Gouinlock
Koene Graves
Casey Green
Kathryn & Charles Green
Scott Griffin
The Baupost Group, L.L.C.
Mary Ellen Haley

Geoffrey & Susan Hedrick
Michael Henningsen
Schuyler & Jared Heuer
Mark Homer
James Hovey
Jane Howard
Laura Hutchingson
The Philadelphia Chapter of the Society
of Industrial & Office Realtors
Rhoda Jakobsson
Beth Johnson
Gilbert & Blair Judson
Diane Kaufman
Sarah Keeble
Louise & Peter Kelly
Robert & Emmy King
Sue Fisher King
Jennifer & Karin Klein
Celestia Knapp
Mark Konetchy
Steve Eaton & Jamie Kosmar
Anne Krumme
Rishi Kumar
Farley, Kathryn & Stuart Lansing
Timothy LaPage
Bruce & Rene Lauer
Scott Lawlor
Stephanie & Peter Leach
Robert & Elizabeth Legnini
Esther Levandoski
Jim Chapman & Elizabeth Lewis
Erwin Li
Figue LLC
John & Carolynn Loacker
Ann-Marie Longley
Caroline Lord
Cosmic Pictures Ltd
Iona Macphie
Camilla Le May
Michael & Kristin McCarthy
Jenna McEachern
Bruce McLucas
Jessica McShane
Kenneth McVay
Heather & Richard Medlin
Claire Menzies
Trip Mestanas
Pauline Metcalf
Linda & Steve Millard
Rebecca & Bruce Milne
Faithworks Ministries
Su Monks
Nancy Mueller
Paul Mulholland
Gurnee Munn
Jamie & Ian Murray
Robert Nail
Peter & Eleanor Nalle
Michael Needham
Rochelle Ondell
Susan Orb
Stephanie Osborne & Nick & Phil
Osbourne
Sue Bear Park
Kevin Peninger
Chris Redston & Adela Pickles
Meg & Rob Pizzey
Google Matching Gifts Program
Caren Prothro
Richard Bayles & Gretchen Pusch
Evan Rapoport
Robert & Cynthia Rawitch
Charles & Suzanne Rebick
Anne Redston
Jan & Trevor Rees-Jones
Anthony Inder Reiden
Andrew & Jill Wedderburn-Maxwell
Terry Rogers
Tim & Kathryn Ryan
Francesca Sanders
All Hallows Schools
Anne Schreiner
Larae & Kent Scott
Catherine Coates & Veronica Selver
Kevin & Paula Shelton

Orrin Shifrin
Ann Shipley
Jerry Shuper
Christopher Smith
Kenneth Trout & Raymond
Williams Soria
David Stutzman
Shiori Sudo
Victoria Sujata
Jeremy & Nicola Summers
Brian & Lindsey Swett
Justin Tansuwan
Brett & Jessica Taylor
Molly & Fabio Terlevich
Peter Tonkin
Ralph Lauren UK
Arnt & Sabine Vespermann
David & Cissy Walker
William Walton III
Helen Watson
David & Map Waud
Charlotte Weber
Steve & Pamela Westerheide
Michael & Katherine Whitcomb
Isabel Stainow Wilcox
Deborah Wilson
Nigel & Shane Winser
Joan Wofford
Turner Wingo & Gloria Word
Georgina Yik
Blank Park Zoo

US$ 500 - US$ 999

Adobe
Radhakrishnan
Deborah & Kenneth Abbott
Desert Shelter For Animals
Jim Antonides
Robert & Linda Arnold
Peggy & Carter Bacon
Scott Howarth & Gina Baffico
Anthony Banham
Hannah Barnett
Kevin Bespolka
David & Alice Brainerd
Ashley & Kelley Brasfield
Claire Broadbelt
Gloria Lau & Robert Burkhead
Leanne & Tom Byrnes
Victoria & Edward Bonham Carter
Shannon & Samuel Caspersen
Laura Chandler
Phillipa Chouard
Sarah Clayton
Robert Colman
Missey Condie
Douglas Connon
Claire-Marie Cornford
Hill School Student Council
Anna Crawford
Gordon Gray & Taite Darlington
Hailey & Elizabeth Dart
Danny Davis
Jennifer Davis
Susan & Robert DeRose
Charles Eaton
Trisha Elliot
Jan Anderson
Richard & Melanie Essex
Stephanie Falck
Jane & Ward Feirer
Joan Fencil
Sharon Ferriss
Tim Flood
Glen Beg Foundation
Reed Foundation
Dines & Lila Francese
Thomas Friend
Louise Silberman & Chris Galle
Kevin Gold
Matthew Green
Julia Griffin
Caroline Hall
Jeffrey & Judith Harris

Lauren Hall & David Hearth
Karren E Henderson
Gregory Hess
Claire Hicks
Katherine Higgins
Rob Hong
Samantha Kakati
John Khoury
Mary King
Susan & Robert Kopf
Michael Kraska, Stanley John Kraska Jr. &
Susan Krasta
Joanne Langston
Karen Lazarus
Stephen & Sarah Leach
James & Robin Leckinger
Ryan Lee
Mrs. Lamar Leland
Scott Dunn Ltd
David MacDonald
David Macdonald
William & Rachel MacDonald
Elizabeth Marchant
Camilla Le May
Danielle McCluskey-Schink
Lara & William McLanahan
Nadim Meer
Susan Metcalfe
John, Monica & Lily Micera
Sharmil Modi
Karen Monaghan
Steven Monfort
Chips & Elizabeth Moore
Dorrit Morley
Chris & Annie Newell
John Nieland & Jill Antonishak
Regina Njima
Kasra Nouroozi-Shambayati
Beth Nowers
Belinda Meelin & Adrian Ogley
Michael & Gail O’Neill
Nicholas Orde-Powlett
Maria Patsalos
Anne Pattee
Rhoda Paul
Elizabeth Penfield
Tonya Peralta
Mara & Robert Perkins
N. King & Pamela Prather
Allison Prince
Lynda Prince
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift Program
Qualcomm Matching Grant Program
Alex, Rohan & Kiran Radhakrishnan
Susan & Frederick Reardon
Michael Rusinek
John & Maria Schneider
Martin Schubert
David Schwartz
Margaret Ann & William Craig Schweinfurth
Emily Scott
Ron She
Wade Sherman
Lucy Smith
Steven & Elizabeth Strawbridge
Mark Stroud
David Stulb
Karl Sutaria
Timothy Taft
Scott Tallman
David Taylor & Milbrey Rennie Taylor
Virginia Thomson
Angie & J.B. Turnbull
Dan Utech
Barron Wall
John Walsh
Robert & Judy Waterman
David Weinberg
Madeline Candice Wexler
Nicole Wilson
Victoria Wilson
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contact us
USA OFFICE

UK&EU OFFICE

CANADA OFFICE

SWITZERLAND OFFICE

KENYA OFFICE

Lewa wildlife conservancy
P.O. Box 4449
New York, NY 10163
1-800-634-0338
LewaUSA@lewa.org

lewa wildlife conservancy
7 Abingdon Road
London W8 6AH
Alexandra.Kornman@lewa.org

Lewa Canada,
Department of Psychology,
York University,
4700 Keele St.
Toronto, ON
M3J 1P3
lewacan@gmail.com

lewa wildlife conservancy
Nigglistrasse 27
CH 5200 Brugg
lewa@magreb.ch

lewa wildlife conservancy
Private Bag
60300, Isiolo
ruwaydah.abdul@lewa.org

www.lewa.org

